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service districts shall also be "taxing authorities" within the meaning of
Article 7, Section 2, Washington State Constitution.

An emergency medical service district shall have the authority to pro-
vide emergency medical services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.
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CHAPTER 201
[Substitute House Bill No. 1258]

JUVENILE TRUANCY

AN ACT Relating to juvenile truancy; amending section 2, chapter 10, Laws of 1972 ex. sess.
as amended by section 1, chapter 51, Laws of 1973 and RCW 28A.27.010; amending
section 28A.27.070, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended by section 52, chap-
ter 291, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.27.070; amending section 28A.27.100,
chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.27. 100; amending section 28A.27.1 10,
chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 28A.27.1 10; adding new sections to chapter
28A.27 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 13.34 RCW; and prescribing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 28A.27 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

If a juvenile required to attend school under the laws of the state of
Washington fails to attend school without valid justification recurrently or

for an extended period of time, the juvenile's school, where appropriate,
shall:

(1) Inform the juvenile's custodial parent, parents or guardian by a no-
tice in writing in English and, if different, in the primary language of the
custodial parent, parents or guardian and by other means reasonably neces-
sary to achieve notice of the fact that the juvenile has failed to attend school
without valid justification recurrently or for an extended period of time;

(2) Schedule a conference or conferences with the custodial parent, par-
ents or guardian and juvenile at a time and place reasonably convenient for
all persons included for the purpose of analyzing the causes of the juvenile's
absences; and

(3) Take steps to eliminate or reduce the juvenile's absences, including,
where appropriate, adjusting the juvenile's school program or school or

course assignment or assisting the parent or student to obtain supplementa-
ry services that might eliminate or ameliorate the cause or causes for the
absence from school.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 28A.27 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

If action taken by a school pursuant to section I of this act is not suc-
cessful in substantially. reducing a student's absences from school, the at-
tendance officer of the school district through its attorney may petition the
juvenile court to assume jurisdiction under this chapter for the purpose of
alleging a violation of RCW 28A.27.010. If the court assumes jurisdiction
in such an instance, the provisions of this chapter, except where otherwise
stated, shall apply.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. There is added to chapter 13.34 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

The legislature finds that it is the responsibility of the custodial parent,
parents or guardian to ensure that children within the custody of such indi-
viduals attend school as provided for by law. To this end, while a parcnt's
failure to cause a juvenile to attend school should not alone provide a basis
for a neglect petition against the parent or guardian, when a neglect petition
is filed on the basis of other evidence, a parent or guardian's failure to take
reasonable steps to ensure that the juvenile attends school may be used as
evidence with respect to the question of the appropriate disposition of a ne-
glect petition.

Sec. 4. Section 2, chapter 10, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. as amended by
section 1, chapter 51, Laws of 1973 and RCW 28A.27.010 are each
amended to read as follows:

All parents, guardians and the persons in this state having custody of
any child eight years of age and under fifteen years of age shall cause such
child to attend the public school of the district in which the child resides for
the full time when such school may be in session or to attend a private
school for the same time unless the school district superintendent of the
district in which the child resides shall have excused such child from atten-
dance because the child is physically or mentally unable to attend school or
unless such child is attending a residential school operated by ((the-division
of-institutions-of)) the department of social and health services.

All parents, guardians and other persons in this state having custody of
any child fifteen years of age and under eighteen years of age shall cause
such child to attend the public school of the district in which the child re-
sides for the full time when such school may be in session or to attend a
private school for the same time excepting when the school district superin-
tendent determines that such child is physically or mentally unable to at-
tend school or has already attained a reasonable proficiency in the branches
required by law to be taught in the first nine grades of the public schools of
this state, or the child is regularly and lawfully engaged in a useful or re-
munerative occupation, or the child is attending a residential school operat-
ed by ((the. division of inittions of)) the department of social and health
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services, or the child has already met graduation requirements in accord-
ance with state board of education rules and regulations, or the child has
received a certificate of educational competence under rules and regulations
established by the state board of education under RCW 28A.04. 135.

((P1 Uuf of abec fi uti aiiy public o. approuve.d pr ivate. aiid/o, patohi

a! schoo~ul shall be. piia fac.ie. evdec of a violation, of thi sec.tion.)) An
approved private and/or parochial school for the purposes of this section
shall be one approved under regulations established by the state board of
education pursuant to RCW 28A.04.120 as now or hereafter amended.

Sec. 5. Section 28A.27.070, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as
amended by section 52, chapter 291, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW
28A.27.070 are each amended to read as follows:

Any attendance officer, sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, policeman, or
any other officer authorized to make arrests, shall take into custody without
a warrant a child who is required under the provisions of RCW 28A.27.010
through 28A.27.130 to attend school, such child then being a truant from
instruction at the school which he is lawfully required to attend, and shall
forthwith deliver a child so detained either (1) to the custody of a person in
parental relation to the child or (2) to the school from which the child is
then a truant. ((A dcsge sc~hool official miay infon n ait habitual tiutt

a,,d stc child', parts~t, and shlall infin any Student wh ha ben x

pelled fjn school in, acodac vv proce.~.dures. provided by law anid suc.h

philds pmnts,, of the. ,atue. and lu,~atio, of serice piuvidLed fmi i1 , RCW

74.13.020(3) if sU~h SIik.S Mtay be~ appropriate to the needs of the child,

and shall offe. to assist in esalihn contact between such faitiily and

suhs.vcs An1 habitual tr uant fy, tlie pa, poses of this seto is One h

Sec. 6. Section 28A.27.100, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and
RCW 28A.27.100 are each amended to read as follows:

Any person violating any of the provisions of either RCW 28A.27.010
or 28A.27.090 shall be fined not more than twenty-five dollars for each day
of unexcused absence from school. It shall be a defense for a person charged
with violating RCW 28A.27.01 0 to show that he or she exercised reasonable
diligence in attempting to cause a child in his or her custody to attend
school or that the juvenile's school did not perform its duties as required in
section one of this act. Any fine imposed pursuant to this section may be
suspended upon the condition that a person charged with violating RCW
28A.27.01l0 shall participate with the school and the juvenile in a supervised
plan for the juvenile's attendance at school or upon condition that the per-
son attend a conference or conferences scheduled by a school for the pur-
pose of analyzing the causes of a child's absence.

Attendance officers shall make complaint for violation of the provisions
of RCW 28A.27.010 through 28A.27.130 by any person eighteen years of
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age or over to a justice of the peace, justice court judge or to a judge of the
superior court.

Sec. 7. Section 28A.27.1 10, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and
RCW 28A.27.1 10 are each amended to read as follows:

The county prosecuting attorney or the attorney for the school district
shall act as attorney for the complainant in all court proceedings relating to
the compulsory attendance of children as required by RCW 28A.27.O0
through 28A.27,130.

Passed the House May 14, 1979.
Passed the Senate May 4, 1979.
Approved by the Governor May 24, 1979.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 24, 1979.

CHAPTER 202
[Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 2095]

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES

AN ACT Relating to superior court judges; amending section 3, chapter 125, Laws of 1951 as
last amended by section 1, chapter 311, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08.061;
amending section 4, chapter 125, Laws of 1951 as last amended by section 2, chapter 311,
Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08.062; amending section 6, chapter 125, Laws of
1951 as last amended by section 3, chapter 311, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08-
.064; amending section 7, chapter 125, Laws of 1951 as last amended by section 4, chap-
ter 311, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08.065; and creating new sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. Section 3, chapter 125, Laws of 1951 as last amended by
section 1, chapter 311, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08.061 are each
amended to read as follows:

There shall be in the county of King thirty-four judges of the superior
court; in the County of Spokane ((nine)) ten judges of the superior court; in
the county of Pierce ((elcven)) thirteen judges of the superior court: PRO-
VIDED, That the additional offices herein created for the county of Pierce
shall be effective January 1, ((+9-78K)) 198 1.

Sec. 2. Section 4, chapter 125, Laws of 1951 as last amended by section
2, chapter 311, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 2.08.062 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

There shall be in the ((eounty)) counties of Chelan ((one)) and Douglas
jointly, two judges of the superior court; in the county of Clark (four)) five
judges of the superior court; in the county of Grays Harbor two judges of
the superior court; in the county of Kitsap ((four)) five judges of the supe-
rior court; in the county of Kittitas one judge of the superior court; in the
county of Lewis two judges of the superior court: PROVIDED, That the
additional office herein created for the county of Kitsap shall be effective
January 1, 1981.
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